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February 2, 2009



The May annual awards banquet will
be held at the Congress Plaza Hotel, 520
S. Michigan. This is a different location
than last year.

Dinner will cost about the same as last
year, although the Board has not yet cal-
culated how much the ticket price must
be to cover our costs.

Garage parking directly behind the
hotel is $13.
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Another fine issue of Literary License. 
Ron Offen

Letters to the Editor

Board Notes

2009 Society of Midland Authors book competition judges
The 2009 Society of Midland Authors

annual book competition is under way.
Authors may enter their books pub-

lished in 2008 either by using the form
included in this issue of Literary License
or by downloading the form off of the
SMA Web site.

Instructions for entering are on the
form. There is no fee.  

ADULT FICTION
Mark Eleveld, 305 Brooks Ave., Joliet,

IL 60435 (eleveld_2000@yahoo.com)
James McManus, 544 Sterling Road

Kenilworth IL 60043 (jmcmanus@saic.edu)
Donna Seaman, 4159 N. Lawndale

Ave. Chicago, IL 60618
(DSeaman7@aol.com)

ADULT NONFICTION 
Carol Jean Carlson, 1420 West

Farragut, Chicago, IL 60640
(writercc@aol.com)

Richard Prince, 1406 East 55th St.,
Chicago, IL 60615 (princeri@gmail.com)

Cheryl Reed, 1128 East 46th St.,
Chicago, IL 60653
(cheryllynnreed@gmail.com)

BIOGRAPHY
Richard Lindberg, 5915 N. Navarre

Ave., Chicago, IL 60631
(rclwriter@aol.com)

Bob Remer, 5840 N. Kenmore,
Chicago, IL 60660 (chibooks@aol.com)

Jim Schwab, 1755 N. Campbell,
Chicago, IL 60647
(jschwab@planning.org

CHILDREN'S FICTION
Deborah Abbott, 2800 Harrison St.,

Evanston, IL 60201-1218 (dkisor@com-
cast.net)

Ilene Cooper, c/o Booklist, American
Library Association, 50 E. Huron,
Chicago, IL 60611 (icooper@ala.org)

Yvette Johnson, 511 W. Wing St.,
Arlington Heights, IL 60005 (yjohn-
son@ahml.info)

CHILDREN'S NONFICTION
Marilyn Daleo, 195 N. Harbor Dr.,

#3605, Chicago, IL 60601 (marroyda-
leo@aol.com)

Charlotte Herman, 6623 N. Monticello,
Lincolnwood, IL 60712 (charlotte-
herman@earthlink.net)

Jane Howard, 370 Satinwood Ct. North,
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
(Jh6351@aol.com)

POETRY
Mark Arendt, 8641 Beech St., Munster,

IN 46321 (jlmarendt@comcast.net)
Anthony Burton, University of Chicago

Press, 1427 East 60th Street, Chicago, IL
60637 (aburton@press.uchicago.edu)

Richard Jones, 913 Lois Lane,
Glenview, IL 60025
(rjones1@depaul.edu)

Stealing Our Democracy. She did book
readings at Four-Eyed Frog Books in
Gualala, Copperfield's Books in
Sebastopol, Mendocino Book Co. in
Ukiah, Avid Reader Bookstores in 
Sacramento and Davis, and the Gallery
Bookshop in Mendocino. Morris also
spoke in the Post-Petroleum Tent at
Solfest in Hopland, Calif., on “Why a
Green Future is ‘Unconstitutional’ and
What To Do About It,’ and gave other
public talks in Fort Bragg, Monterey, and
Point Arena. While in California, she also
did numerous radio interviews, including
Deborah Lindsay’s “Tomorrow Matters”
program on KRXA. ... Paul McComas
did a radio interview about his novel,
Planet of the Dates, Dec. 4 on the
WBEZ-FM’s “848” show. It is stream-
able/downloadable from the station's
archives at: http://www.chicagopublicra-
dio.org/Program_848.aspx. ... A page-
and-a-half spread in the New Republic
featured Richard Cahan and Michael
Williams’ new book, Who We Were: A
Snapshot History of America. ... Scott
Turow, who had been appointed by
Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich to a state
ethics commission, has been widely quot-
ed on the recent Blagojevich scandal. He
also wrote a Dec. 10 op-ed on the scandal
for the New York Times. Dick Simpson
also has been widely quoted on the sub-
ject. ...   Jacquelyn Mitchard has a
brand-new discussion board on her Web
site, “one that is useable by a normal
human being and doesn't take up your
whole day figuring out how to reply to a
comment or make one. It also resists the
customary barrage of Viagra ads and
worse.” ... William McGrath was
appointed in June to the editorial board of
the ABA’s Landslide, a new publication
focusing on intellectual property law. ...
The St. Photios Foundation of the Greek
Orthodox National Shrine in St Augus-
tine,  Fla., invited Nicholas D. Kokonis
Oct. 24 to lecture on “Arcadia and Values
for Today.” ... At 10:30 a.m. on Jan. 11,
Stephen Kinzer will speak at the 
Lakeshore Unitarian Society, 620 Lincoln
Ave., Winnetka, Ill. on “Rwanda: From

Biblio File
Continued from Page 4

Turn to Page 9

The Society always needs additional
money for programs such as the awards
at the annual May banquet. Thanks to
these members who made contributions
along with their renewals: Bob Remer,
Mary Claire Hersh.

Also, we are hoping to boost the
Society’s endowment fund so that we can
increase the size of the cash awards we
give winners of the Society’s annual book
competition. Please consider making a
direct donation or remembering the
Society in your will. 

Contact our Endowment Fund
Chairman Bob Remer at
chibooks@aol.com.

SMA Support
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Anya Achtenberg, a fiction writer and
poet, has taught creative writing at New
York University, the School of Visual Arts
in New York, the University of New Mex-
ico, The Loft and Minneapolis’ Intermedia
Arts, online for Writers.com/Writers on
the Net, and numerous places throughout
the country. Achtenberg is author of a
novella, The Stories of Devil-Girl (2008,
Modern History Press), and two books of
poetry, The Stone of Language and I
Know What the Small Girl Knew. The
Stone of Language was a finalist in five
poetry competitions. Her recently com-
pleted novel, More Than The Wind, has
been excerpted in Harvard Review, and
work on her novel-in-progress, History
Artist, which centers in a woman born at
the moment the U.S. bombing of Cam-
bodia began, received a grant from the
Minnesota State Arts Board in 2008. She
is also writing a book to turn her multi-
genre series, “Writing for Social Change:
Re-Dream a Just World,” into a moveable
workshop. She writes about writing at her
Web site, www.anyaachtenberg.com.

Greg Borzo is a news officer at the
University of Chicago. Formerly, he was
a science writer at the Field Museum, a

health writer at the
American Medical 
Association and editor
of Modern Railroads
magazine. He is the
author of The Chicago
“L” (2007, Arcadia
Publishing) and The
Windies' City:
Chicago's Historical
Hidden Treasures

(2006 Highlights of Chicago Press). He
has a master’s in journalism from
Northwestern University.

Louis Daniel Brodsky was born in St.
Louis in 1941. From 1980 to 1991, he
taught English and creative writing at
Mineral Area Junior College in nearby
Flat River. Since 1987, he has lived in St.
Louis and devoted himself to composing
poems. He is a Faulkner scholar and is
author of 60 volumes of poetry and 23
volumes of prose (including nine books of
scholarship on William Faulkner) and

seven books of short fiction. Among his
books are The Complete Poems of Louis
Daniel Brodsky: Volume One, 1963-1967,
The Complete Poems of Louis Daniel
Brodsky: Volume Two, 1967-1976,
William Faulkner, Life Glimpses and You
Can't Go Back Exactly, which was named
the 2004 best book of poetry by the
Center for Great Lakes Culture.

Bill Borst is a professor of history at St.
Louis University and author of The
Scorpion and the Frog: A Natural
Conspiracy, which examines secret soci-
eties and their negative influence on
American social and cultural history and
Liberalism: Fatal Consequences (1999,
Huntington House). A passionate baseball
fan, he also is author of Baseball Through
a Knothole and The Best of Seasons: The
1944 St. Louis Cardinals & St. Louis
Browns (1995, McFarland).

Sylvia Hubbard has written four books
published in paperback and more than 10
e-books. Stone's Revenge (2005) was
voted best African-American mystery by
Mojolist.com, and she was named by
Romance Book Cafe as a favorite author.

Stephanie Kuehnert lives and works as
a bartender in Forest Park, Ill. She attend-

ed Antioch College,
then Columbia College
for her bachelor's and
master's degrees. She
has published short
stories, interviews and
essays in Hair Trigger
and No Touching mag-
azines. She is author of
I Wanna Be Your Joey
Ramone (2008, MTV
Books), and the
upcoming Ballads of

Suburbia (MTV Books).

Donna Latham is the author of numer-
ous books for children and has written
plays for young adults and adults. Among
her titles are Hurricane! The Galveston
1900 Night of Terror (2005, Bearpoint
Publishing), Fire Dogs; Space: Surviving
in Zero-G (2005, Bearpoint Publishing)
and Superfast Rockets, and Superfast
Trucks; Ghosts of the Fox River Valley
(Quixote Press). Fire Dogs won the 2006

American Society for
the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals
Henry Bergh
Children’s Book
Award in the Non-fic-
tion Humane Heroes
category. Her collec-
tion of tales for young
adults, Ghosts of

Interstate 90:From Chicago to Boston,
will be released in spring 2009

Sherry Quan Lee recently retired
from 10 years of teaching creative writing
at Metropolitan State University in St.
Paul. She is program associate for the
Split Rock Arts Program summer work-
shops and the Online Mentoring for
Writers Program at the
University of
Minnesota. She is
author of Chinese
Blackbird (Asian
American Renaissance,
2002; reprinted by
Modern History Press,
2008) and How
to Write a Suicide
Note: Serial Essays
That Saved a Woman's
Life (Modern History
Press, 2008). She earned an M.F.A. in
Creative Writing, focusing on poetry and
nonfiction, at the University of
Minnesota. 

In 2004 she was named Distinguished
Alumni at North Hennepin Community
College.

New Members

Sherry Quan
Lee

Stephanie
Kuehnert

Greg Borzo

Donna Latham

2008, Society of Midland
Authors
P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610

Editor: Thomas Frisbie

Copy Editor: Steve Huntley

www.midlandauthors.com
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Genocide to Star of Africa?” ... After
1,063 posts over the past three years,
Rick Kaempfer is taking the month of
December off from his blog. He has a
screenplay to finish (oh, so close, he
says), and he is working on two book
projects. ... The Calder Game (Scholastic
Press) by Blue Balliett was picked as one
of the best 2008 children’s books by The
Christian Science Monitor. ... The Iowa
Independent on Dec. 3 published an inter-
view with Stephen Bloom, author of the
2000 book Postville: A Clash of Cultures
in Heartland America, about the massive
immigration raid at the Agriprocessors
meatpacking plant in Postville last May.
“Bloom is uniquely qualified to provide
the historical context of what happened in
Postville,” the newspaper said. ... Stuart
Dybek read sections from his short story
Thread, at a discussion on Dec. 9 spon-
sored by Fordham’s Center on Religion
and Culture. Patricia Hampl moderated
the event.

Evanston author has 
healthy interest in writing

Joseph Epstein knows he is ill – with
the writing sickness.

“I think the way the writing sick-
ness works is that if you are not writing,
you feel like your life is pointless,”
Epstein told Literary License recently in
his home just south of Northwestern
University in Evanston, where he taught
for many years. “If a week goes by and I
haven’t written something, I just feel –
what’s the point, what a useless human
being I am.”

As author of 20 books, retired editor of
The American Scholar and writer of
numerous articles for such publications as
the New Yorker and the Atlantic Monthly,
Epstein hasn’t had much
time to feel writing sick-
ness symptoms. But, like
many Midland authors,
he is familiar with the
daunting sensation of
setting out to write a
book. 

“When you begin to
write a book, you say,
oh, my God, why did I start this? It’s a
big mistake, I don't have anything to say.
But I don't want to give the money back.”

That, said Epstein, “is the only thing that
keeps you going.”

And when the book is finished, an audi-
ence always turns up to read it.

“I am always surprised about who is
reading where,” said Epstein, who many
Midland Authors members remember
from his entertaining acceptance speech
when his Fabulous Small Jews was
named a finalist for the 2004 Adult
Fiction Prize. “The country is so vast, so
strange. When I edited the American
Scholar, I would get the most astonishing
letters from people in small towns who
were so serious and who were so well-
read. I remember I had a letter from a
physician, it was upstate New York, and
he told me that he had been reading this
column I had in the American Scholar
with much pleasure and he said there was
a writer he thought I might be interested

in, F.L. Lucas, who meant a lot to him.
He read F.L. Lucas, and F.L. Lucas con-
vinced him that he wasn't an educated
person because he didn't know ancient
Greek.”

As a result, the physician learned to
read ancient Greek, Epstein said.

“The country is filled with people in
funny places who are very impressive
characters.” he said.

“If you think the reader is dumber than
you, you are bad shape,” Epstein added.
“If you think of them as much smarter
than you, you are daunted.”

At one point, Epstein laid out three cri-
teria that tell you if you are an author.

“No. 1, you have to quickly discover
that you can't do anything else,” he said.

“No. 2 is that you have
to develop contempt for
all other kinds of work.
Not only can't you do it,
but you don't think it is
worth doing. And No. 3,
you are insane enough
to believe that people
care about what you
think. You have to real-

ly think that they care.”
Of course, even success doesn’t answer

the question of whether they will keep
caring.

“I am now 71, and at some point one
wonders, will the time come when people
say: Enough already from this guy. Does
he have anything left to say?  I feel that –
I don't know if you read the novels of
John Updike or Philip Roth, I feel gosh,
here's another one, I think I know every
move they have, these guys, and yet obvi-
ously they can't stop.”

Epstein’s latest book is Fred Astaire
(Oct. 21, Yale University Press), which he
wrote as an appreciation to the entertain-
er. He is about halfway through a book
about gossip he expects to be published in
2010 and he is working on another book
of short stories due for 2011. And he
keeps up with his reading, too. 

“I don't run out of things to read,”
Epstein said. “There is always something
I somehow meant to read.” 

BY THOMAS FRISBIE

Writers on
Writing 

Joseph
Epstein Buy Books!

Michael Allen Dymmoch forwards this
note from Roy Blount Jr.:

“We don't want bookstores to die.
Authors need them, and so do neighbor-
hoods. So let’s mount a book-buying
splurge. Get your friends together, go to
your local bookstore and have a book-
buying party. Buy the rest of your
Christmas presents, but that's just for
starters. Clear out the mysteries, wrap up
the histories, beam up the science fiction!
Round up the westerns, go crazy for self-
help, say yes to the university press
books! Get a load of those coffee-table
books, fatten up on slim volumes of
verse, and take a chance on romance!

“There will be birthdays in the next 12
months; books keep well; they're easy to
wrap: buy those books now. Buy replace-
ments for any books looking raggedy on
your shelves.  Stockpile children's books
as gifts for friends who look like they
may eventually give birth. Hold off on
the flat-screen TV and the GPS.”



Bruce L. Felknor of Evanston, author of
12 books and a longtime Society of Mid-
land Authors member, died Sept. 27 of
lung cancer at age 87 after a long illness.

Mr. Felknor, who was born in Oak
Park and grew up in Illinois and
Wisconsin, was the former executive edi-
tor of Encyclopedia Britannica
and a former member of the
Lake Forest High School Board
of Education. He also helped to
lead a campaign to win recogni-
tion for World War II U.S.
Merchant Marine veterans, of
which he was one.

An expert on campaign ethics,
Mr. Felknor was executive
director of the national nonprofit
Fair Campaign Practices Committee in
the 1960s and was author of Dirty Politics
(1966) and Political Mischief: Smear,
Sabotage, and Reform in U.S. Elections
(1992). He also co-authored Prejudice
and Politics (1960) with Charles P. Taft,
the son of President William Taft.

Sarah Felknor, Mr. Felknor's daughter,
said every year, as he updated his entry in
Who's Who in America, he would end it

by writing: “Man's greatest gifts are
empathy and the ability to penetrate
balderdash.”

“That was so like my father in terms of
being able to see through things and being
transparent,” she said. “He had a lifelong
interest in fairness and ethics and believed
that politics should be a honorable career
choice.”

Drawing on his war service as a
radio officer in both the Atlantic
and Pacific, Mr. Felknor also
wrote The U.S. Merchant Marine
at War, 1775-1945 (1998) and
provided testimony for Congress
in favor of a bill granting  pen-
sions to Merchant Marine veter-
ans that passed the House in
2007 but didn't come to a vote in
the Senate. Merchant Marine vet-
erans were not covered by the
G.I. Bill of 1944, although they

were awarded limited benefits in 1988.
He also was an active member of the
Midwest chapter of the Merchant Marine
veterans and attended meetings even after
he became ill, said co-president Robert
McGaghie of Orland Park. 

Mr. Felknor also wrote Of Clubbable
Nature: Chicago's Tavern Club at 75
(2005), a history of the club. A member

for 30 years, he anonymously wrote the
club's monthly bulletin, the Barflier.

"Bruce never admitted to it, but every-
one suspected he was the author because
he was such a good writer, was so good
with words, and he had a wonderful sense
of humor which came through in the
Barflier," said Pete Bowman, a member of
the club's board of governors and a mem-
ber of the law firm Defrees & Fiske LLC. 

After attending the University of
Wisconsin at Madison, Mr. Felknor
moved to New York City in 1941, where
he worked for the Pennsylvania Railroad,
his family said. After World War II, he
worked as a writer and advertising and
public relations executive. 

In those years, he married his wife,
Edith, and reared three children in an
Armonk, N.Y., farmhouse he remodeled
himself on weekends.

He was an active member of the
Highland Park Presbyterian Church, co-
authored plays and musicals for commu-
nity theater, spoke Japanese and in his
later years played percussion for
Evanston's Ridgeland Community Band.

"He had a fine personal intellect and
command of the best in the English lan-
guage," said the Rev. Carl Gray, former
pastor of Mr. Felknor’s church.
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Bruce L.
Felknor

Studs Terkel, 1912-2008

Bruce L. Felknor 1921-2008

Final Chapters:

Society of Midland Authors member
Studs Terkel died on Oct. 31 at the age
of 96. A Pulitzer-Prize winning author,
television pioneer, theatrical actor and
longtime radio host, Terkel’s best-selling
books included Division Street America,
Working and The Good War. He also had
his own talk show on radio station WFMT
from 1952 to 1997.

He was born in New York City, and
moved to Chicago when he was 8. He
graduated from the University of Chicago
School of Law.

He worked on the Depression-era
Federal Writers’ Project and performed in
radio soap operas. In 1939, Mr. Terkel
married social worker and activist Ida
Goldberg. The couple had one son, Dan
Terkell, who added another "l" to his
name. Ida Terkel died in 1999.

After entertaining troops in the Army
Air Forces in World War II, Mr. Terkel

began a broadcasting career in TV and a
45-year association with WFMT. “Studs'
Place,” an NBC program from 1950 to
1953, helped establish Mr. Terkel as a
national personality. But anti-communists
used Mr. Terkel’s 1930s socialist activities
to pressure NBC to drop his TV show,
and Mr. Terkel was blacklisted
and unable to find steady work
for the next several years.

“To give you an idea of the
fear,” Mr. Terkel told the Sun-
Times in 1976, “an important
soap opera producer once asked
me to do some test scripts. I did
them, but the sponsor said, ‘No,
we can't use him.’ The producer
berated me, as if it were my
fault, ‘How come you didn't tell me?’
That’s how deep the fear was.”

Mr. Terkel eked out a living making
speeches. But Edward Clamage of the

Illinois American Legion would tell spon-
sors that they were hiring a “dangerous
subversive.”

Mr. Terkel’s first major work was
Division Street America, in 1966. Later
books included Hard Times (1970),
Working (1974), Talking to Myself (1977),

American Dreams: Lost and
Found (1980) and The Good
War: An Oral History of World
War II, which won a Pulitzer in
1985. His last book, P.S. –
Further Thoughts from a
Lifetime of Listening, was pub-
lished just days after his death.

Mr. Terkel received the
Peabody Award, the Prix Italia,
the UNESCO Award for best

program on East-West values and the
University of Chicago Communicator of
the Year Award. A celebration of his life
will be scheduled.

Studs Terkel

BY THOMAS FRISBIE


